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Hello readers,

Welcome to the August issue of No Boundaries for Us. As we continue the 
evolution of this new magazine format, we’ve made some changes for your 
reading pleasure.

Some readers mentioned they would like to download the whole edition as 
a PDF document, that they could then read offline on their laptop or tablet, 
anytime they wished. (If you are reading this in your browser, just right click 
and select “Save As” to keep a copy on your device.) By publishing com-
plete articles, instead of just snippits from each, anyone can get the gist of 
what’s important to them - even offline, and then can click through later if 
they want more information. 

Our feature this month is Chile, a destination that can be enjoyed by both 
young and old. The country is so long, you can pick your climate anytime of 
the year and find a destination to suit you. Flying into Santiago, you could 
drive one hour east and be skiing in the Andes mountains or drive one hour 
west and be surfing in the ocean in Valpariso. No matter where you go, the 
people are friendly and the food and wine are fantastic. 

Continue to keep in touch and let us know what we are doing right or wrong. 
Blending some of our traditional travel, tech and photography, we hope we 
are giving you what you want. Next month, we’ll probably be expanding our 
coverage even further, with more topics. We want this publication to be of 
value to you, our readers; so tell us what’s on your mind.

Have a great month - and get up and go somewhere!

Doug
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Ch i l e
Take a thermal bath in a lush 
green valley
Termas Geometricas (near Pu-
con) is a phenomenal blend of 
rich, red architectural shapes, 
leading to any of 17 slatecovered
hot-springs pools, spread out 
in a canyon-like setting. Water-
falls, rising mists, some snow 
up above and soothing warm 
waters all spell nothing but re-
laxation, whether you come for 
an hour or for the day. See more 
photos…

Have a barbie for lunch
Americans know them as Bar-B-
Que’s, but in Chile they use the 
Aussie term “Barbie.” Either way 
you say it, an outdoor lunch or 
dinner can’t be beat. In the Ata-
cama desert, the chefs from Alto 
Atacama do an amazing lunch 
for their guests or you could go 
eco-touristic and have a lamb 
roast at a local’s home. See 
more photos of the Alto Ataca-
ma… See more photos of cultur-
al tourism at work in Chile…

Dig the graffiti in Valparaiso
As you walk (or drive) around the hilly town of Val-
paraiso, you are treated to graffiti taken to a new 
level. Wonderful artwork stretches for an entire 
city block in some areas. From fanciful to down-
right masterful, the artists of Valparaiso have tak-
en the stone walls from utilitarian to awe-inspiring. 
See more photos…
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Watch a beautiful sunrise
Tierra Atacama, just a five-minute bike ride outside the city center of San Pedro de Atacama, offers 
a luxury-level accommodation with fantastic views of the Licancabur volcano from all rooms. Self-de-
scribed as an “adventure spa,” this is truly a place where you can play hard and relax well. After a day 
of hiking, biking, horseback riding, or exploring, you’ll appreciate the expert massages, swimming and 
soaking pools and meditation/yoga areas.  See more from Tierra Atacama…

Explore the desert
If adventure is why you came, the 
choices are as varied as the visi-
tors. Moon Valley with its naturally 
sculpted salt formations and Salar 
de Atacama (salt lake) with its three 
types of flamingos are the most 
often visited sites, easily reached 
from all hotels. If you are an early 
riser, don’t miss the trip to El Tatio, 
home to active geysers. See more 
photos of the desert…

Shoot the flamingos at the salt flat
That’s shooting with a camera. Salar de Atacama 
(the salt flats) has the most unusual, thick textured 
granular covering of salt and lithium that only a 
photograph could describe. All that salt attracts 
hundreds of flamingos. Los Flamencos National 
Reserve offers incredible views of three species 
of flamingos, and beautiful sunsets over the lake.

Bicycle tours of Santiago
For my money, the best way to see a lot of any
city in a short amount of time is by bike. You can
stop wherever you want, you’re not waiting for
erratic bus schedules and the breeze generated
is always more refreshing than walking. An
excellent choice for bike tours in Santiago is
Paseos en Bicicleta. See more photos…
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The TripleLite 180° has revolutionized the way flashlights can illuminate your life! With our patented tech-
nology and Smart Widescreen LED Arrangement, this game-changing flashlight lights a larger area than 
the competition, matching your natural field of vision and shining light where you need it most.  http://
triplelite.com/

Gadgets 
for the 
Photographer

Touchjet Pond portable projector with Android built-in

The Flashpoint 9’ Auto Stand is 
a heavy duty light support that 
sets up quickly by simply placing 
the closed stand vertically on the 
floor causing the legs to open 
fully automatically. Use this stur-
dy stand to support your lights 
and modifiers, and then easily 
move from location to location 
by simply lifting the stand - the 
legs automatically retract! You 
can move safely and discretely 
from scene to scene and set up 
in areas where you would have 
a difficult time extending the legs 
manually.

Inateck HB4009 3=-port USB 
3.0 Hub with Magic Port
Cross platforms transfer files 
from PC to PC, PC to Mac, Mac 
to PC and PC to OTG devices, 
transfer date between Windows, 
Mac and Android without the use 
of backup devices.
Switch keyboard & mouse and 
share chipboard between com-
puters, OTG tablets and smart-
phones. No installation of drivers 
required, plug and play
Gold plated USB interface on the 
frontal 3 USB 3.0 ports and the 
USB 3.0 connector for long-term 
use. Convenient to use mouse, 
keyboards, speakers and other 
USB devices simultaneously.
Package contents: Inateck 
HB4009 USB 3.0 3-port hub with 
usb 2.0 Magic port, 120cm USB 
2.0 cable, OTG adapter, instruc-
tion manual.
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Kickstarters with potential

What kind of electrical adapter will I need?
After determining if an adapter is needed, be sure to check the volt-
age of your devices.  If it’s not rated for 220v as well as 110v, you’ll  
need a voltage convertor.  Be aware they are exponentially more 
expensive than simple adapters and most economical ones are not 
meant to be used for more than a half-hour or 45 minutes at most 
before they  start to overheat. Click the infographic below for more 
information about available convertors and transformers.  

How to Avoid Two 
New (and Vexing) 
Travel Fees
Resort fees and advance seat-
ing fees are among the latest 
pesky charges, but they can be 
avoided.
By Kathy Kristof

Advance seating fees
Anyone who has booked a flight 
in the past few years is already 
well familiar with fees that air-
lines charge for everything from 
an inflight meal to extra legroom. 
But the latest trend is to charge 
to reserve a seat in advance – 
not just a premium seat but any 
seat at all, says Jay Sorensen, 
president of IdeaWorks, an air-
line marketing research firm. 
“More and more airlines are 
considering a pre-assigned seat 
as an amenity that customers 
are willing to pay more for,” he 
says. “Your ticket gets you a seat 
somewhere on the plane, but 
unless you pay extra, you may 
not be sitting with your spouse.”

Hotel & resort fees
Hotel shopping online? Beware 
the fine print. An increasing 
number of hotels are tacking on 
“resort” and “hotel” fees that are 
not included in the base room 
price. The end result is that all of 
the major price-comparison Web 
sites – Priceline, Travelocity, 
Expedia and TripAdvisor – can 
show misleading prices for these 
hotels.

Read more at http://www.
kiplinger.com/article/spending/

Related news on page 13

FLYR is a new 
search engine 
that will not only 
find good deals, 
but will guaran-
tee the prices for 
up to seven days 
for  $3 to $8.  If 
the price goes 
down, you save. 
If the price goes 
up, you still buy at 
the original price. 
http://getflyr.com
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Lost luggage?  Here’s a bargain
Blue Ribbon Bags protects every bag taken on a plane for $5. In the event that a bag is not returned, 
Blue Ribbon Bags will track and expedite its return and pay a minimum of $1000 per bag if the bag is 
lost by the airline, and not returned within 4 days of your flight’s arrival. 

No proof of what was in the bag (receipts) is necessary to receive payment.  All US and International 
flights are covered with this service, including all code share partners and connections. This service can 
be purchased up until the moment before your flight takes off.  

Blue Ribbon Bags is available to tour operators, travel agents, and travelers checking skis and other 
sports equipment and group travel.  More alliances and partnerships will be announced in the very near 
future.

Currently, all affiliated Vacation.com travel agencies throughout the US and Canada have the ability to 
sell Blue Ribbon Bags service to their customer base. The Blue Ribbon Bags Service is an affordable 
and convenient way for travelers to protect themselves in the event of lost baggage by an airline. It is 
also the only coverage available for lost luggage that can be purchased within the twenty-four hour win-
dow before a passenger’s flight. For more information about Blue Ribbon Bags, and how the process 
works please visit https://www.blueribbonbags.com/

July 6, 2015
 
 
Ms. Mary K. Engle
Associate Director
Division of Advertising Practices
Federal Trade Commission
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20580
 
 
Dear Director Engle,
 
I write to express my concerns with so-called “drip pricing” in the hotel industry. As a result of this pric-
ing scheme, American consumers are at risk of paying substantial resort fees hidden to the public eye 
in securing their travel accommodations. This practice is misleading and unfair to the many Americans 
who book hotel rooms online.
 
Instead of advertising base rates that reflect the real prices paid by consumers, hotels are charging 
“tail-end” fees, which do not appear until the reservation transaction is near completion. These prac-
tices mask the true cost of hotel stays and merely aid hotels in optimizing their placement in search 
engine results. This hinders the consumer’s ability to make a complete, informed decision in choosing 
the right hotel. In addition, such practices that misrepresent the hotel room reservation price quoted to 
consumers may be in violation of federal law that governs deceptive commercial practices.
 
For some time, consumer advocates and members of the public have called for improvements in ad-
vertising regulations to require resort fees—such as charges for newspapers, onsite exercise facilities, 
Internet access and other amenities—to be clearly disclosed throughout the shopping and reservation 
process. While I applaud the Commission’s previous actions calling for several companies to review 
their websites to ensure proper representation of the total reservation price paid by consumers, some 
companies have continued to engage in misleading advertising practices. American consumers de-
serve a higher industry standard in this regard.
 
Given the size of the hotel industry and the wide range of consumers affected by these pricing tactics, 
I strongly encourage you to take action regarding drip pricing. In particular, I encourage the Commis-
sion to consider strengthening advertising standards to better serve the public in making well-informed 
decisions regarding their hotel stays and to prevent behavior that misleads middle-class families.
 
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert P. Casey, Jr.
United States Senator

PA. Congressman takes on the hotel industry
Senator Robert Casey Jr. from Pennsylvania thinks things are getting out of control with hidden price 
increases when booking certain hotels, and is asking the Federal Trade Commission to do something 
about it.  We’ll see how long it takes. 
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Hope you enjoyed the new format and we’d love to hear some feed-
back. We really want this to be something you look forward to each 
month, so please let us know what we can do to improve.  

Send comments to NB4U@dougbardwell.com  

If you can’t wait for the next issue (???) you can find more of our 
travel, reviews and general ramblings here:

Our Blog DougBardwell.com

Twitter
 

http://twitter.com/photodb

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/bardwellwrites

Google Plus http://dbhas.info/DBgplus

That’s all Folks!

Don’t miss a single issue!

Please consider forwarding this issue to a friend if you think 
they might find it useful, and suggest they subscribe.  We 
guarantee to never spam them.
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