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Hello readers,
Happy holidays.  We’ve got a big 
issue this month with lots of sug-
gestions for a romantic getaway.  
You did remember that February 
is Valentines Day, didn’t you?   

Since many places book up for Val-
entines Day itself, we like to con-
sider the entire winter as perfect 
for romantic getaways.  Besides, 
anticipation is next best thing to 
actually going. 

This month we are all about travel. 
We’ve been reviewing some great 
tech and photo gadgets, so there will be lots of them in the next is-
sue; but, this month, let’s make the best of winter and make it the 
time for a romantic getaway.

Our feature destinations this month are three of the most romantic 
places we’ve enjoyed:  Alaska, Hawaii and New England. All the fun 
starts on page four. Enjoy yourselves and be sure to send a post 
card.  

We want this publication to be a great resource for seniors out there 
and we’d love to hear about what topics you’d like to see covered. 
Drop us a line and let us know. 

Please enjoy this issue; but, better yet subscribe and we’ll drop you 
a note when each month’s issue is ready. Have a great month - and 
get up and go somewhere!                                             Doug
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TRAVEL TO HAWAII WITH THE WHOLE FAMILY
By Doug Bardwell 

Multigenerational travel is becoming more and 
more popular…and with good reason.  It’s a chance 
for kids, parents and grandparents to relax and 
enjoy each other’s company in new and fun settings. 
Away from the dishes, the trash that needs to be 
taken out and that room that needs to be cleaned, 
all generations can do what they like and create new 
memories.

So where would you go if you had two weeks with 
the whole clan? How about Hawaii?  As America’s 
50th state, it’s one that most American’s have never 
visited. That’s a shame, as it is arguably one of the 
most interesting and beautiful of all. So let’s imagine a 
two-week itinerary and see how this sounds.
Checking with Kayak, I found fares are almost half the 
cost if you fly into Oahu as opposed to flying directly 

to the big island or Maui. Once you arrive in Oahu, 
which you’ll want to see anyhow, you can fly or sail to 
the other islands very inexpensively.
Before you make reservations, check the media and 
festival guide available on the Oahu website, as 
there’s nothing worse than missing a big event by a 
day or two when you could have planned otherwise. It 
might be a movie fest, fireworks, book fest or a music 
event – there are things for all interests.
When thinking of accommodations, there are all 
sorts of possibilities as well. Consider renting a home 
instead of staying at a hotel.  Checking on www.
VRBO.com (Vacation Rentals By Owner) I see a 3 
bedroom, 3 bath, sleeps 10 home with views of the 
ocean and Diamond Head for as little as $390 per 
night. At $39 per person per night, you’d pay that 
much at the local hostel.

Hawaii is not an inexpensive destination, and cooking 
a few of your own meals (especially breakfast) could 
save hundreds of dollars. Usually kids are happy with 
cereal, so save your money for other more expensive 
attractions later in the day.
Renting a car is also something to consider. If you are 
happy to spend all day, every day at the same beach, 
forget it; but if you’d like to take in the sights, a car is 
a definite advantage. I can’t stay still, so I’m off and 
exploring after one day at the beach. Here would be 
my bucket list while on the isle of Oahu:
Waikiki Beach You haven’t been to Hawaii if you 
don’t spend some time on Waikiki Beach.  Make 
sure to get Diamond Head in the background when 
you are taking your ‘selfies’. Thousands of shops 
and restaurants line Kalakaua Avenue, just beyond 
the beach, so you’ll never be far from food and 
sustenance. Some hotels lining the beach have patios 
where it’s great to have dinner and drinks and watch 
the sun go down.
Good places to hang out would include the Hilton 

Plantation.  Fun stop for kids with a twenty minute 
train ride through the plantation. My biggest 
disappointment in Hawaii was buying a small tub of 
pineapple pieces from their gift shop and finding that 
they had been doused with preservatives.
Drive all the way to the northwest corner of the island 
if you want to see big waves.  The North Shore is 
famous for the surf and this is where most of the 
surfing competitions take place.  The biggest surf is 
typically in the winter.
Follow the ocean highway to the southeast tip of the 
island and you’ll pass Kaneohe Bay, lighthouses, 
Asian temples, blowholes, and finally arrive at 
Diamond Head.  Go ahead and hike the path to the 
top. Anyone can do it. I followed a little Japanese 
teenager in stiletto heels, so I sure wasn’t complaining 
in my tennis shoes. The view from the top is beautiful.

Hawaiian Village Beach Resort (whether you stay 
there or not). I’ve stayed here four times and loved 
it each time. The Atlantis submarine departs from 
here if you want a “down-under” view of Hawaii.

A mile or two from Waikiki is Aloha Tower 
Marketplace which is where most of the other boat 
tours start.  You can go whale watching, snorkeling, 
take a cultural cruise or a dinner cruise from here on 
the Starlet.

Pearl Harbor is a must. The pre-tour videos and 
narration are well done and the visit to the floating 
memorial above the USS Arizona is quite moving.
Heading across the island, you’ll find the Dole 
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I’d allow five or six full days to enjoy Oahu and then 
catch a boat or plane to Maui. 
Maui has twice the natural beauty of Oahu and is 
nowhere near as touristy. Resorts and condo’s line 
Maui’s western shore with beautiful views of the 
sunset, but you’ll find much cheaper accommodations 
further east along the north shore.
Along the west coast, Lahaina is an old whaling town 
where it’s worth spending some time. A huge banyan 
tree, a nice city park, a Buddhist temple and more can 
all be fun. The Old Lahaina Luau seems to be popular 

here as well. Reservations needed.
I love driving, and there are few roads I won’t travel, 
so taking the ultimate road trip along Maui’s north 
coast was something I really looked forward to. It’s not 
for the faint of heart, but the views are phenomenal. 

It’s called the Road to Hana and there’s even a 
narrated audio tour that you can play as you drive for 
great background and history of the area. In the first 
30 miles past the city, there are 600 curves and 54 
one-lane bridges.
You’ll pass Hana’s black sand beach, and 
more beautiful lookouts than you can count. It’s about 
a 3.5 hour trip one way, so many people spend the 
night in Hana before returning.  I left early in the 

morning and made it back shortly after dark, but I 
honestly felt rushed.
Drive just a little way past Hana to the Ohe’o 
Pools with a series of seven cascading pools that 
eventually flow out to the ocean.  Very cool to see 
and only a short hike from the parking area. At this 
point you better turn around and head back. Rental 
car contracts forbid driving further into the unpaved 
national park area.
Another day’s adventure can be had by driving 
to the top of Haleakala – a now dormant volcano 
that extends past the clouds. A hundred brave 
souls usually can be found driving to the top each 
morning to watch the sun rise above the clouds 
which typically circle the crater in the early morning 

hours. WARNING!  If you are going, take your winter 
jacket, hat and gloves. Seriously. Even in summer, it 
is mighty windy and freezing cold at this 10,023 foot 
elevation. Trust me on this.
Want to go even higher?  A highlight of my last trip 
there was a “doors-off” helicopter trip with Alex 
Air. They routinely fly two different tours with the 
opportunity to get great photos and views of the island 
and it’s waterfalls. They also have craft with doors 
on if you aren’t that adventurous. This slide show is 

their most popular tour of west Maui and the island of 
Molokai.
The island is loaded with beautiful beaches, 
waterfalls, marvelous hiking and quaint seafood 
restaurants all over the island, so check near where 
ever you decide to stay for the best choices close to 
you.
Give yourself a day to return your car, catch a 
flight back to Oahu and catch your returning flight. 
Hopefully this has been the trip of a lifetime for all 
generations.
(Disclaimer: This article was originally written in 2014, 
so please double check prices mentioned. Most likely 
they have changed since then.)
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N i n e  r o m a n t i c  w a y s  t o  e n j o y  H a w a i i

Overlooking Waikïkï Beach, SKY Waikiki is Honolu-
lu’s newest rooftop bistro and lounge. Located on the 
19th floor of the Waikiki Business Plaza, the 7,000- 
square-foot restaurant offers handcrafted cocktails 
by mixologist Jennifer Ackrill and a mouth-water-
ing menu created by award-winning executive chef 
Lance Kosaka. In addition to unobstructed views 
of Lë‘ahi (Diamond Head) and O‘ahu’s south shore 
from its SKY Deck, the space features a 30-foot vid-
eo wall, three full-service bars and a custom fire pit. 
SkyWaikiki.com

Royal Footsteps on the Kona Coast, on seven miles 
of Hawai‘i Scenic Byway Ali‘i Drive, shares seven 
centuries of Hawai‘i’s history via byway signs high-
lighting the thoroughfare’s importance. Residents 
and visitors interested in learning more about Royal 
Footsteps’ 25-plus points of interest along the length 
of Ali‘i Drive can now download a free Kona Royal 
Guide smartphone app. The app, with its easy-to-use 
self-guided tour, was previously recognized with a 
Preservation Media Award from the Historic Hawai‘i 
Foundation. HistoricKailuaVillage.com

Tropical Villa Vacations has added an exclusive villa 
at Andaz Residences Maui at Wailea to its collection 
of luxury homes, estates, and villa vacation rentals. 
SeaGlass is a stunning three-bedroom, four-bath 
residence boasting 3,234 square feet of indoor and 
outdoor living space. One of only 12 privately owned 
Andaz Residences at the beachfront Andaz Maui 
at Wailea Resort, the villa offers a hip, casual at-
mosphere with a sleek, contemporary design, and 
a sprawling outdoor länai (patio) with a garden and 
private hot tub. TropicalVillaVacations.com

[Click any of the photos for more information about that island.] [Click any of the photos for more information about that island.] 98
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Anchorage Getaway Ideas
Anchorage and Southcentral 
Alaska are romantic year-round, 
particularly for the adventurer. 
Whether fat-tire biking, cross-
country skiing or snowshoeing on 
the trails in and around Anchorage, 
enjoying an exquisitely prepared 
meal at a local restaurant, enjoying 
a walk through downtown and 
coffee as you take in a sunset, 
winter in Alaska is magical. Check 
out www.Anchorage.net/winter.
 

The Hotel Alyeska and Alyeska 
Resort, www.alyeskaresort.com, 
Winter Romance Package.  Be 
sure to ask for the Northern Lights 
Wake-up Call because when they 
are out, they are spectacular. 
Check out @resortalyeska on 
Instagram to get a feel for the 
hotel and resort.
 
The Historic Anchorage Hotel 
celebrates 100 years this year (the 
city celebrated its centennial in 
2015). The hotel’s Night on the 
Town package includes a horse-
drawn carriage ride, dinner, and 
breakfast on Friday or Saturday 
night. Most nights in winter, 
the streets are snow-covered 

and twinkling lights adorn trees 
lining streets and parks and many 
storefronts.
 
How about exploring the state 
sport of dog mushing at the 
kennel of a two-time Iditarod Trail 
Sled Dog Race® champ?  https://
www.salmonberrytours.com/
tours/winter-dog-sledding or 
exploring a gold mine on a 
snowmachine? https://www.
salmonberrytours.com/tours/
early-season-snowmachine-
tour. Or get a bird’s-eye view of 
Alaska’s spectacular backcountry 
on a helicopter tour with 
glacier landing! https://www.

salmonberrytours.com/tours/
winter-helicopter-glacier-landing.
 
The last of the flag-stop trains is in 
Alaska. The Alaska Railroad offers 
several packages taking visitors 
off the road system and into the 
amazingly scenic backcountry 
on its way to Talkeetna and 
Fairbanks in winter. https://
www.alaskarailroad.com/travel-
planning/winter. Several packages 
are available, making it simple to 
take in Alaska’s winter splendor.
 
Explore one of Anchorage’s 
fine museum’s – Alaska’s 
largest museum located 

in downtown Anchorage, 
the Anchorage Museum, www.
AnchorageMuseum.org, where 
you can take in a show in its 
Planetarium; the Alaska Aviation 
Museum, www.alaskaairmuseuem.
org, where you can explore 
Alaska’s rich aviation history; the 
Alaska Veterans Museum, www.
alaskaveterans.org, which packs 
a lot of history in convenient 
downtown location, to name just 
a few.
 
Check out Alaska’s wildlife 
at the Alaska Zoo during Zoo 
Lights in winter. The zoo has 
a great natural walking path 
throughout, www.AlaskaZoo.org. 
South of Anchorage near Portage 

is the Alaska Wildlife Conservation 
Center, www.AlaskaWildlife.org, 
another rescue and rehabilitation 
facility with an abundance of 
animals from wood bison to elk, 
deer, caribou, moose, fox, lynx and 
bear.
 
Learn to use your camera better 
and snap awesome Alaska 

photos as you chase the light 
with Alaska Photo Treks, www.
alaskaphototreks.com. Several 
winter opportunities are 
available:http://alaskaphototreks.
com/home/winter-treks/.
Need more persuasion?  Here 
are 10 good reasons to go photo 
trekking in Alaska.
 http://alaskaphototreks.com/
home/about-us/10-good-reasons-
to-go-photo-trekking/
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Dis’ the chill and warm up in Juneau with these ideas

Looking for Romantic Places to 
Stay,  try Jorgensen House in 
downtown Juneau or Pearson’s 
Pond tucked away near the 
Mendenhall Glacier.  Both 
offer intimate and romantic 
accommodations, gourmet 
breakfasts and a truly special stay 
in Juneau.  Or maybe, Beachside 
Villa, a beachfront inn with lovely 
rooms, gardens, intimate with 
breakfast served in your room 
daily.

How about some Romantic Things 
to Do:
 Dress up and enjoy fine dining 
with the Juneau Food Tour 
Historical Progressive Dinner … you 
have the option to dress in period 
attire and sample local fare while 
taking in some of Juneau’s history 

Flightsee via helicopter 
over the Juneau Ice 
Field … they have 
special charter rates 
during the winter 
months.
Dinner at The Rookery 
… local’s fav, intimate 
café with amazing 
seasonal food by Chef 
Beau Schooler. 
Wearable Arts 
.. a not-to-be 

missed, locally- produced, unique 
runway show. Tickets go on 
sale 1/15 – a fun night out for 
couples with music, fashion, adult 
beverages and more … info at 
http://www.jahc.org/wearable-
art-extravaganza-2016-reflections

And finally, Adventure Sailing 
in Alaska to either Tracy Arm or 
Glacier Bay … a truly once-in-a-
lifetime experience … on a sailboat 
in Southeast, AK .  You can charter 
the boat in the winter or they 
have selected dates. They also 
can customize any of their Juneau 
offerings for interested parties.

Anchorage is ready for you,  12 months a year
By Doug Bardwell

Anchorage, Alaska’s largest city, 
with more than 40 percent of the 
state’s population, is a unique 
metropolitan city.  Less than 
500 miles from the Arctic Circle, 
Anchorage still enjoys reasonably 
moderate temperatures and is 
blessed with 
beautiful natural 
surroundings; set 
between Cook 
Inlet and the 
rugged Chugach 
Mountains.  It’s 
one of only 11 
cities to have 
been awarded the 
All-American City 
designation four or 
more times.

You’ll most 
likely fly into 
Ted Stevens 
International 
Airport, and from there it’s a 
15-minute ride into downtown.  If 
you are cruising, you’ll probably 
dock at Whittier or Seward. 
Seward is about 2-1/2 hours away 
and Whittier is about 1-1/2 hours.

The Alaska Railroad operates 
between Seward and Anchorage 
and is a not-to-be-missed ride if 
Seward is in you plans. Views of 
wildlife and glaciers, along with 
ultra-comfortable “Adventure 
Class” coach cars make for a great 
trip.  Or splurge and get the giant 

viewing windows of the two-decker 
“GoldStar Dome” cars with their 
fine dining options.

Like most other metropolitan 
cities, there is the official visitor 
center downtown – at the corner of 
4th Avenue and F Street. It’s a great 
place to start with brochures, maps 

and suggestions for whatever type 
adventure you seek.

Not far away is the Anchorage 
Museum with interesting exhibits 
all year long. Alaskans don’t 
hunker down in the winter time, 
so expect something interesting 
to always be available at the 
museum.  There are four 
major permanent exhibits – the 
Alaskan Gallery, Art of the North, 
Smithsonian Artic Studies Center 
and the Imaginarium Discovery 
Center with its 80 hands-on 
exhibits.  Kids will love the totem 

poles, woolly mammoth tusk, moon 
rock and touch tank with Alaskan 
sea-stars and crabs.

Consider the Alaska Culture Pass 
where you get two admissions 
for one price including a shuttle 
from one to the other.  The Alaska 
Native Heritage Center honors 

native culture 
and traditions 
with inside and 
outside exhibits.  
Experience 
storytelling, 
song, dance 
and artist 
demonstrations.

Try an Alaskan 
Trolley 
Tour where 
you can hop 
on and hop off 
as the mood 
moves you. With 
a city so big, 
they’ll help you 
see the most 

important sights and maybe point 
out a moose or two. Or, if you are 
a do-it-yourselfer at heart, consider 
renting a bike and trying out the 
three-trail, 36-mile bike circuit of 
greenways.

Anchorage is definitely one 
city where you’ll wish you 
budgeted more time. From the 
outdoor adventure to the indoor 
discoveries, the opportunities are 
as big as the state. You’ll just have 
to come back more than once. 
For more information on 
Anchorage, check out www.
Anchorage.net
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Distinctive Inns of New England
If you are in search of a ro-
mantic getaway on the main-
land, look no farther than the 
northeastern corner of the 
lower 48.

New England has a group 
of inns in New England that 
offer bountiful luxury and im-
peccable service.  

D.I.N.E. will make any get-
away truly memorable. 

Click here for romantic 
packages and more at all 

the member inns. 

Inn at Harbor Hill
Dave Labrie, along with his wife Sue, owns 
and runs the Inn at Harbor Hill Marina (www.
innharborhill.com) in Niantic, Connecticut which 
is located on the CT shoreline,  minutes from 
Mystic.  “We sometimes consider ourselves the 
“Gateway to New England” for our friends from 
New York City and parts south,” says Dave.

Their Valentine’s package is offered the entire 
month of February.  The package is titled –

Love is “INN” the Air and a summary of the 
package can be read at: http://www.innharborhill.
com/pkg_lovers.html  

Another package is titled Winter Escape & 
Return.  This package is all about the need for 
some R&R following the holidays, has a few add-
ons, and even includes a $50 bonus gift certificate 
for a return visit.  However, the most enticing 
thing about this package is that it includes a 
20% discount off the room rates as part of the 
package.  A summary of this package can be read 
at: http://www.innharborhill.com/winter_escape.
html

 Other packages offered which are also available 
during the winter months:

A Spa Package: http://www.innharborhill.com/
pkg_spa.html

A Wine & Dine Package: http://www.
innharborhill.com/harbors-arbors-pkg.html

A Romance Package: http://www.innharborhill.
com/romance-pkg.html

A summary of all the packages offered can 
be found at: http://www.innharborhill.com/
packages.html  

 

    Dave & Sue Labrie - Innkeepers 
    Inn at Harbor Hill Marina 
    60 Grand Street 
    Niantic, CT 06357 
    Tel: 860-739-0331 
    www.innharborhill.com  
 
Awarded “Top 10 B&B in the United States” 
for 2014 by BedandBreakfast.com 
 
TripAdvisor “Hall of Fame” recipient and 
“Certificate of Excellence” Award Winner 
2015, 2014, 2013, 2012 and 2011 
 
Yankee Magazine ~ 2013 Editors’ Choice 
Award Winner 
for having the “Best Water-View Inn” in 
Connecticut 
 
Selected “Top 10 New England Bed and 
Breakfast” by TravelChannel.com 
 
Proud member of “Select Registry” and 
“Distinctive Inns of New England”
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…the most 
romantic place 
on the planet.

ZAGATS

One of Top 100  
Hotels Worldwide 
TRAVEL+LEISURE  
MAGAZINE

LOWER WATERFORD   RabbitHillInn.com   1.800.76.bunny

Brian & Leslie Mulcahy

Innkeepers

Rabbit Hill Inn 
48 Lower Waterford Road
PO Box 55
Lower Waterford, VT 05848
800-76BUNNY 
802-748-5168 (phone)
www.rabbithillinn.com
info@rabbithillinn.com

Winter Midweek “Hot Dates” Rate = $50 off reg-
ular rates Mon – Thurs.  See specific details here

“Do Not Disturb” 3-Night Romantic Getaway 
Package is value-packed with special features 
to make a getaway REALLY special. See details 
here

“Do Not Disturb” 5-Night Romantic Getaway 
Package –  offers even more value features for 
those with a little more getaway time. See details 
here
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Valentine’s Day Special
Available: Valentine’s Day week-end (February 12-
14, 2016)

Let the Maine Stay Inn help make your Valentine’s 
Day Getaway irresistible!

For this special occasion we will gladly include in 
your room rate:
• A red rose for her
• Mouth watering chocolates
• A chilled bottle of bubbly waiting in the room 

when you arrive

Check room availability here

NOTE: When booking, online or by phone, mention 
the code VALE in the Comments/Requests section 
of the booking engine.

This offer is valid on the dates above and for a two-
night minimum stay.

This special is based on availability and must be 
requested at time of booking. It is not valid with 
third party bookings and in conjunction with other 
specials, discounts or coupons and is not applicable 
when using a Gift Certificate or a Gift Card. Multiple 
night stays must be in the same room/suite. Tax and 
gratuities are not included.

Maine Stay Inn

Claudio & Roberta Latanza
Maine Stay Inn
22 High Street
Camden, ME 04843 - USA
Tel.  +1 (207) 236-9636
Fax  +1 (207) 236-0621
E-mail claudio@camdenmainestay.com
Web site www.camdenmainestay.com

Girl’s Getaway:

• Wine and cheese by the fire

• Dinner at the inn

• Pedicures at our local salon

• Precious time with your 
girlfriends

Price: $125 per person plus the 
cost of your room

Romance in New Hampshire: 
• Champagne in your room upon 

arrival

• A dozen chocolate covered straw-
berries

• One gourmet dinner for 2 (3 courses 
and gratuity included)

• Full country breakfast in the morn-
ing 

Price:$145 plus the cost of your room

Chesterfield Inn

Judy & Phil Hueber

20 Cross Road

West Chesterfield, NH  03466

800-365-5515

603-256-3211

Email

Website

Check us out on Facebook
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Read more about these five, fine 
Distinctinve Inns we experienced 
last winter. We absolutely enjoyed 
every minute of our stay and it was 
all we could do to tear ourselves 
away.

Deerfield Inn - Deerfield, MA

Captain Jefferd’s Inn - Keenebunkport, ME The Chesterfield Inn - West Chesterfield, NH

The Manor on Golden Pond - Holderness, NH Grafton Inn - Grafton, VT

The Manor on Golden Pond

Mary Ellen Shields
Owner

The Manor On Golden Pond
31 Manor Dr.
Holderness, NH 03245
www.manorongoldenpond.com
maryellensh@gmail.com
TF 800-545-2141
T   603-968-3348
F   603-968-2116

Royal Romance Package.

Whether you are celebrating your honeymoon, Val-
entine’s Day, babymoon, or just an opportunity to 
get away for a romantic getaway then consider our 
Romance package to renew the spark in your relation-
ship.  You will be treated like the lord and lady of the 
royal Manor.

Your package will include 2-nights accommodations, 
full country breakfast each morning, afternoon tea 
each day, Chef tasting 7-course menu in our Van 
Horn dining room one evening of your stay with gra-
tuity included.   Then you will find full relaxation and 
pampering in our Season’s Spa while experiencing 
our Royal Couples Spa Package.   The spa package 
includes granite escape therapy, sole delight and spa 
lunch with champagne.   Plus return after dinner to an 
unforgettable sweetheart turndown service (rose petal 
laden bed).

Fireplace Room - $1110        Jacuzzi Room - $1170

Suite - $1300
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Travel News
United Airlines fined for lack of aid 
to disabled
United was smacked with recent fines totalling $2.75 
million for failing to provide timely assistance to 
disabled passengers as well as other tarmac delay 
violations.

Five of its hub airports were cited in United’s failure 
to return wheelchairs to the gates in a timely manner 
and failing to give “adequate assistance” to diabled 
travelers.

Major airlines to start competing 
with bargain carriers on price
With Spirit, Frontier and Allegiant grabbing a good 
percentage of the “bargain shopper” market, larger 
airlines are feeling the heat and pledging to fight back.

United was the latest to announce that like American 
and Delta, they will be introducing a “no frills” bargain 
fare level by end of year. 

Details were not released, but expect less flexibility, 
no assigned seats and no refunds for the lower fares.

National Wildlife Refuges Announce 
Fee-Free Days for 2016
Head outdoors and enjoy some of the country’s most 
magical places — America’s national wildlife refug-
es offer unparalleled opportunities to experience the 
great outdoors and see a rich diversity of wildlife in 
beautiful natural settings. If that wasn’t enticement 
enough, refuges that normally charge entrance fees 
will offer an additional incentive—free admission on 
these days in 2016:

• January 18 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

• February 13-15 – Presidents’ Day Weekend

• September 24 – National Public Lands Day

• October 9 – First Sunday of National Wildlife Ref-
uge Week

• November 11-13 – Veterans Day weekend

Tall Ships Erie 2016 
In the summer of 2016, Tall Ships America will once 
again bring a fleet of tall ships to the Great Lakes, the 
world’s largest body of fresh surface water, as part of 
the TALL SHIPS CHALLENGE® Great Lakes 2016 
series. 

Featuring at least 7 Tall Ships, the four day festival 
begins September 8th with a Grand Parade of Sail in 
Presque Isle Bay led by Erie’s Brig Niagara.  

Ship tours and sailaways, festival marketplace, food 
vendors, beer garden, children’s activities live music 
and entertainment. www.TallShipsErie.org

Kickstarters with potential
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Make Valentine’s Day One to Remember with Fairmont Chicago, Millen-
nium Park’s Romantic Escape Package
Make this Valentine’s Day the most memorable yet with Fairmont Chicago, Millennium Park, 200 North Colum-
bus Drive. Explore in the heart of downtown Chicago with the Romantic Escape Package. Start with a cocktail 
at THE BAR followed by a scenic stroll around Chicago’s famous Millennium Park, just steps away from the 
property. For a more secluded evening, toast champagne in the intimacy of a luxurious Fairmont Chicago, 
Millennium Park guestroom.

Top off the night with The Chocolate Bar. The decadent in-room experience features an array of delicious tan-
talizing treats like Strawberry Tuxedos, Dark Chocolate, Pistachio and Mascarpone Cannolis, Chunky Double 
Chocolate Chip Cookies, Cinnamon Brioche Bun Stuffed with Bananas and Nutella and Chocolate and Laven-
der Éclairs. Rates for the Romance Package begin at $189 per guestroom and are subject to availability. The 
Romance Package includes The Chocolate Bar (a $60 
value).

Let Fairmont Chicago, Millennium Park handle the little 
extras this Valentine’s Day. Add some sweetness to the 
evening with one dozen gourmet dipped fancy strawber-
ries ($40), a dozen hand dipped cherries ($25), or a Kama 
Sutra Kit with petite treasures including honey dust and 
massage oil ($25). Have one dozen long stemmed red 
roses in a glass vase delivered straight to the guestroom 
and never miss a romantic beat. Room reservations for 
the dozen roses must be made by Feb. 8 and only applies 
for stays between February 12-15. Room delivered roses 
are $100 plus tax, gratuity and delivery.

Photo Credits
All photos credit Doug Bardwell unless 
otherwise noted

Cover: Hawaii Tourism Authority | Tor 
Johnson

Pg 7-9  Hawaii Tourism Authority / Tor 
Johnson | Ethan Tweedie | Pierce M 
Myers Photography

Pg 10-14 Anchorage  / Roy Neese | Jack 
Bonney | Jody O Photo | Wayde Carroll 
| Jody Overstreet | Rebecca Coolidge | 
Wayne Johnson | Glacier City Snowmo-
bile Tours | Ashley Johnston 

Pg 15 Juneau Convention & Visitors 
Bureau

Pg 17-22 Various D.I.N.E. members

Pg 24 Tall Ships, Visit Erie

Pg 26  Fairmont Chicago

Pg 27  Valet Anywhere | Gulf County, 
FL

Valet Anywhere solves parking problems at Manhattan Cruise Terminal
Valet Anywhere now offers cruise-takers secure, indoor parking with drop-offs and returns from the Manhattan 
Cruise Terminal

Valet Anywhere, a New York-based startup that lets drivers valet park their car with the tap of an app, now 
offers cruise-takers a new service. Valet Anywhere cruise parking lets cruise-takers drop off their cars at the 
Manhattan Cruise Terminal, have them parked in a secure, indoor lot by trusted Valet Anywhere drivers for 
the duration of their cruise and have the cars returned to them at the time of disembarkment. The new service 
saves time and money for cruise-takers with limited parking at the Manhattan Cruise Terminal and excessively 
expensive garages nearby.   Get all the details at their website:  www.nyc-cruise-parking.com/

Another suggestion for the perfect Valentine’s Getaway
Alyson Gerlach of Pristine Properties Vacation Rentals is pretty low 
maintenance. “A picnic on the beach at sunset on St. Joe Beach would 
be a nice date. Bring your adult beverage of choice that day. Pick up 
Paul Gant’s BBQ or Hunts Brothers Pizza in St Joe Beach. It’s the best 
pizza in town. (See more about Gulf County, FL)
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Please consider forwarding this issue to a friend if you think 
they might find it useful, and suggest they subscribe.  We 
guarantee to never spam them.
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